THE CRITIC 


Having thus characterized that phenomenon (either a 
work of art or a performance of a work of art) to 
which he addressed himself in a critical capacity as 
a phenomenon that was brought into existence by the 
conscious analytical human mind for aesthetic per- 
ception by the conscious analytical human mind the 
critic must next characterize that phenomenon as a 
phenomenon for aesthetic perception that was brought 
into existence by the conscious analytical human mind 
at particular spatial and temporal coordinates on 

the planet earth--which means that he must now speak 
of the qualities/characteristics of the phenomenon 

in question qua system for aesthetic perception as 
those qualities/characteristics are related to/in- 
separable from particular spatial and temporal co- 
ordinates on the planet earth (in describing the 
qualities/characteristics of the phenomenon in ques- 
tion qua system for aesthetic perception the critic 
makes no references to attitudes/beliefs/systems of 
values/socioeconomic or political orders and so on-- 
he limits himself to a description of the qualities/ 
characteristics of the art object/performance in 
more or less abstract/non-associational terms) the 
critic next describes the aesthetic qualities/char- 
acteristics of the phenomenon in question as they 
are related to particular attitudes/beliefs/systems 
of values/socioeconomic or political orders and so 
on he now addresses himself in other words to de- 
scribing the aesthetic qualities/characteristics of 
the art object/performance in more or less relative/ 
associational terms . [Even though the intrinsic 
qualities/characteristics of an art object/ perfor- 
mance can be described without the critic's making any 
relativistic references so to speak those qualities/ 
characteristics it must be understood are a conse- 
quence of the creator's having been situated at the 
spatial and temporal coordinates that he was when 
that work of art was brought into existence. In 
describing why that phenomenon to which he addresses 
himself in a critical capacity is interesting to 
perceive as a phenomenon for perception the critic 
makes no external references in describing those 
qualities. In describing why that phenomenon to which 
he addresses himself in a critical capacity is in- 
teresting to percieve as a social phenomenon the critic 
makes external references in describing those quali- 
ties. In both instances the qualities/characteristics 
in question are it must be understood identical. ] 





